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CIRCULAR TO ALL IALS MEMBERS (and to the Board) 

 

Dear IALS members, 

 

I have had the pleasure of meeting and knowing many of you, but in case I am a new name to 

you may I introduce myself by explaining that I had the honour of being elected president of 

IALS at the General Meeting held during our wonderful conference in Kraków, October 

2006.  I have thus taken over from Professor Monika Fludernik, who so ably led the 

association for several years and whose support continues to be invaluable.   

 

IALS V, Genoa, 26-27 July 2010 

 
Our fifth international conference (hence IALS V) is now confirmed to be taking place in 

Genoa, Italy, on Monday 26
th

 and Tuesday 27
th

 July 2010.  It is being organised by Professor 

John Douthwaite, who has arranged matters so that the conference follows immediately after 

the annual meeting, also in Genoa, of PALA (the Poetics and Linguistics Association).  This 

echoes the arrangement of the Birmingham 2002 meetings of PALA and IALS, which some 

of you may recall.   

 

To be precise about dates: PALA will run from 22
nd

 to 24
th

 July; Sunday 25
th

 will be a day 

‘off’ (it is hoped that a wonderful trip to the ‘Cinque Terre’ will be possible: 

http://www.parconazionale5terre.it/), and IALS will be 26-27
th

 July.  The Genoa 

conference promises to be stimulating and enjoyable; I hope to see as many of you as possible 

participating in it.   

 

Other forthcoming conferences of interest: 
 

2009 International Conference on Narrative (SSNL), Birmingham UK, 4-6 June: 

http://narrativesociety.bham.ac.uk/ 

 

PALA Annual Conference, The Art of Stylistics, Middleburg, Holland, 29 July-1 August 

2009 

 

Linguistics & Literary Studies: Interfaces, Encounters, Transfers (Freiburg, July 8-10, 2009). 

Contact: gesa.von-essen@frias.uni-freiburg.de.  See also: www.frias.uni-freiburg.de 

IGEL 2010, International Society for the Empirical Study of Literature and Media, Utrecht, 

Holland, 7-11 July 2010: http://www2.hum.uu.nl/congres/igel/index.html 

 

 

Significant publications by members 
 



The first I would like to mention is the soon-to-appear volume of selected papers from the 

Kraków conference.  The volume, with a valuable introduction by Professor Elżbieta 

Chrzanowska-Kluczewska, and edited by her and Grzegorz Szpila, is entitled In Search of 

Nonsense.  It contains twenty articles from an international array of scholars, and will appear 

later this year from Cambridge Scholars Publishing (Newcastle upon Tyne, UK). 

 

We are also pleased to report the publication (by Routledge) of Monika Fludernik’s An 

Introduction to Narratology trans. Patricia Häusler-Greenfield and Monika Fludernik.  

Professor Fludernik also has in press an article entitled “Through a Glass Darkly: The 

Representation of Consciousness, 1250-1700”, in The Emergence of Mind. Ed. David 

Herman. Univ. of Nebraska Press, 2009.  Among numerous recent publications are “Narrative 

and Drama” in Theorizing Narrativity, Narratologia, 12. Berlin: De Gruyter (2008), eds. John 

Pier and José Angel García Landa, which contains contributions from several narratologists or 

literary semanticists; and “Carceral Fantasies: A Database Analysis of Prison 

Metaphors.”Anglistik18 (2007): 27-40. 

 

Together with Birgit Neumann, Ansgar Nünning, Bo Pettersson has edited Narrative and 

Identity. Theoretical Approaches  and Critical Analyses (Wissenschaftlicher Verlag Trier, 

2008), which includes Bo’s own paper, “I Narrate, Therefore I Am? On Narrative, Moral 

Identity and Modernity”, 23–36.  Bo has also published “Procrustean Beds and   

Strange Bedfellows: On Literary Value as Assigned by Literary Theories” in Journal of 

Literary Theory 2:1 (2008), 19-33. 

 

After his important Washing the Brain: Metaphor and Hidden Ideology (Benjamins 2007), 

Andrew Goatly has now published Explorations in Stylistics (Equinox, December 2008). 
 

Journal of Literary Semantics.  As editor I am perhaps not in the best position to judge, but I 

think this journal continues to be a useful forum for new work in the literary semantics, 

poetics, narratology, and the like, and certainly benefits from the support of IALS members: 

as contributors, subscribers, or simply as citers of its articles in their own work.  The journal 

has moved to use of two independent Reviewers of each submission (greatly assisted here by 

members of the JLS Editorial Board), and a move to anonymous review of papers is now 

being contemplated.  IALS members are wonderfully supportive, sending their work to the 

journal for consideration, and I thank you all for this.  I am always keen to include more book 

reviews in each issue, so if anyone is interested in reviewing, with or without a particular 

book in mind, please just email me. 

 

IALS Secretariat and Board.  Just to remind you of who we are, the posts of president, 

secretary, and treasurer are currently held by me, Dr. Geoff Hall (University of Swansea), and 

Dr. Ruth Page (Birmingham City University), respectively.  The other members of the Board 

are: Monika Fludernik (Freiburg, Germany); Larysa Belekhova (Kherson, Ukraine); Margaret 

Freeman, (Heath/MA, USA); Chanita Goodblatt (Beer Sheva, Israel); Elisabeth Leinfellner 

(Vienna, Austria); Bo Pettersson (Helsinki, Finland); and Belén Soria (Granada, Spain). 

 

Website  
We do have an IALS homepage:  

http://portal.uni-

freiburg.de/angl/seminar/abteilungen/literaturwissenschaft/ls_fludernik/ials/ials1?searchterm=

IALS 

 



but it is quite hard to find (eg via Google searches) and has an out-of-date Membership link, 

so I am hoping shortly to create a new homepage and website, which can be more easily 

updated as necessary, here at the University of Birmingham 

 

Membership Matters 
 

Last but most importantly, a membership renewal form (with, where relevant, a note of your 

previous IALS membership) comes to you, from Ruth Page our Treasurer, with this 

Newsletter.  May I urge all of you to renew your membership now, by completing the 

membership form and sending the payment (a mere £10 per annum, or £30 for three years, 

and half these sums for students) to Ruth.  This will be straightforward if you have access to a 

British bank account or sterling notes.  Those who do not are kindly asked to contact Ruth 

directly, concerning an international bank transfer.   

 

How will these membership fees be spent?  Essentially they are used to support our 

occasional international conferences; thus, in the nearer future, they will enable IALS V 

Genoa to offer partial Scholarships to enable a few academics and students from less affluent 

countries to attend the July 2010 conference. 

 

As (for most of us!) the heavy examination and marking season approaches over the horizon, 

may I wish you a happy negotiation of the weeks ahead, and a productive summer thereafter! 

 

with best wishes,  

Michael Toolan 

 


